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A study on Why Japanese Government Refused Taoism in the mid-8th Century
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Abstract: In the mid-eighth century, the envoy to the Tang dynasty sent by the ancient
Japanese imperial court turned down the offer to send Daoist priests to Japan from
Emperor Xuanzong of Tang. This is a landmark event referring to the fact that the
ancient Japanese imperial court refused Taoism. This paper discussed the reasons that
why the Japanese court refused Taoism from the aspects of the ancient Japanese court's
independent diplomacy, the Emperor’s faith, Buddhism, the needs of the government
based on the ritsuryo legal codes, considering Japan, Tang Dynasty and their

relationships as well .
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